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Assembly Members present 

Jeremy Miles AM 

Hannah Blythyn AM 

Lee Waters AM  

 

Secretariat 

Matthew Close – Wales Co-operative Centre (WCC) 

David Madge – WCC 

Catherine Evans - WCC 

Alex Bird – Co-operatives and Mutuals Wales  

 

Attendees 

Adrian Roper – Cartrefi Cymru 
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Craig Lawson – Office of Suzy Davies AM 

Luke Young – Office of Jeremy Miles AM 

Dan Gregory – Social Enterprise UK 

Karen Wilkie – Co-operative Party 
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Apologies 

Peter Williams – Development Trusts Association Wales 

Simon James – Interlink RCT 

 

 

Jeremy Miles opened the meeting at 12:30. 

 

Minutes of the last meeting 

 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.  

 

Matters arising were as follows: 

 

 The Chair and secretariat agreed to draft work plan for future meetings of the 
group based on the discussions and ideas above. This would be circulated to all 
members for feedback. This is on the agenda for discussion. 



 Wales Co-operative Centre to disseminate amongst group members both the 
Welsh Co-operative and Mutual Commission report and the update on the progress 
made with implementing the report’s recommendations. Action completed. 

 Group members would consider how best to improve knowledge level of co-
operatives and co-operation amongst WG Civil Servants and NAW staff. To discuss 
at the meeting. 

 HI-D suggested hosting a symposium event at the Winter Royal Welsh show to 
gather ideas on how the co-operative movement can be utilised in the agriculture 
sector moving forward. WCC to look into the feasibility of doing this. WCC has 
contacted the Welsh Agricultural Organisation Society, which is an infrastructure 
body for agricultural co-operatives. They are not currently doing much 
development work. However they are keen to explore how we might work 
together. One of the suggestions on the work plan is to commission a scoping 
paper on the potential for co-operative development in the agricultural sector in 
Wales.  

 WCC to look into the potential for a joint meeting or piece of work with the Cross 
Party Group on Sustainable Energy. We have contacted the CPG on Sustainable 
Energy. Their organising committee was going to discuss this at their next 
meeting and get back to us. 

 WCC to contact Fair Trade Wales about building a co-operative element in to the 
Fair Trade status. There is no specific co-operative element built into the status, 
but the principles of cooperation are prevalent throughout it. Fair Trade Wales do 
not set the status either: it is set by the Fairtrade Foundation in London. FTW said 
that they would be happy to come along to a future meeting of the group to 
discuss their work, and how we could potentially work closer together. FTW also 
said that they are working on a new ‘Fair Trade is my Business’ project, in order 
to support businesses in Wales to adopt Fairtrade policies. They are still shaping 
the project and happy to receive input. 

 

 

Community Rights and Community Asset Transfer: How can we create a cohesive 

Community Rights framework for Wales? 

 

DG delivered a presentation on the community rights situation in England and 

Scotland.  A copy of the presentation is attached in the email along with the minutes.  

 

An open discussion followed the presentation: 

 

 LW asked if the Welsh Government’s approach was simply to take the best 

bits of what had happened in England, and drop the worst bits 

 AR asked if a specific framework was necessary if we are already able to do a 

lot of what would be in it. 

 AR also said it would be more desirable to build a policy platform off the 

Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (Wales), rather than something borrowed 

from England. 



 SW spoke of the experiences Bridgend County Borough Council have had 

undertaking asset transfer.  

 

Forward work plan for the CPG 

 

Members were asked which topics they would like to explore at the next three 

meetings in 2017.  

 

LW suggested Agriculture, Energy and Housing, as there is traction in these three 

areas already. 

 

AB agreed that Agriculture and Fisheries was very important, particularly in light of 

Brexit and the potential implications and opportunities arising from that.  

 

AR suggested that social care and co-ops was an area to look at, and that the co-

production network in Wales could help with this. 

 

CL said that the City Deal jumped out to him. 

 

JM thanked members for their input. JM/WCC will now discuss the suggestions put 

forward and draw up a forward work plan.  

 

AOB 

 

WCC to liaise with the chair to set a date for the next few CPG meetings in the New 

Year.  

 

The meeting closed at 13:30. 
 
 
 

 
 
This meeting and the work of the Cross Party Group is funded by Co-operatives 
UK and delivered by the Wales Co-operative Centre.  


